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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


THE following discourse on tithes and offerings was delivered by President 
George Q. Cannon, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday afternoon, 
November 12, 1893 :— 

We have had a most interesting discourse this afternoon to the truth of 
which I can bear testimony. This principle of tithing, that has been 
alluded to, is one that should be thoroughly understood by the Latter-day 
Saints. It isa law of God to His Church. We have proved by personal 
experience the truth of the testimony of Malachi concerning the prosperity 
which God bestows upon those who obey that law. Our experience in 
this respect is unique. There are no people that I know of on the face of 
the earth who have tested this principle as we have. It is a fact that has 
been demonstrated in our experience, that the men who strictly pay their 
tithing are the men who are the most prospered among us. The experi- 
ence of many years has proved this; so that among those who have had 
experience there exists no doubt upon this subject. Therefore, 1 say we 
have verified the truth of the words of Malachi, where he says, “Prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.” 

We have proved the Lord also in many other directions. For instance, 
I have only to refer to our going out without purse and scrip and preach- 
ing the Gospel. We have tested the promises of God, and have proved 
them to be true. Thousands of miles have been traveled by the elders of 
this Church in preaching the Gospel without purse and scrip, and they 
have proved that He is a God who heareth and answereth prayer, and 
who watches over His servants and His people, and who provides for their 
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wants. In this way faith is being developed in the minds of those who 
obey these laws of God, and a people are being raised up in these moun- 
tains that have this faith—the faith that once existed in ancient days. 

Respecting tithing and the priesthood. It is true that in the days of 
Moses a single tribe was selected out of the tribes of Israel to bear the 
priesthood of the Son of God. But it was the design of God to have 
made them all a kingdom of priests—a holy nation, if they had received 
His laws. They did not, however, and a lesser law was given to them—a 
law which Paul characterizes as a law of carnal commandments. 

But in our day we live in a different dispensation. The tithing is not 
for the use of a class or a tribe; and the priesthood is not confined to a 
tribe. The Lord has promised unto His people in these days that they 
should be a kingdom of kings and priests; and among the Latter-day 
Saints almost every man who is considered worthy of a standing in the 
Church has received the priesthood. It is not the First Presidency alone, 
not the Twelve, not the high priests, not the seventies and the elders alone, 
who have received the priesthood; but almost every male member of this 
Church who has reached the years of accountability and is faithful, bears 
some portion of the priesthood. There is no tribe, therefore, nor any class 
among the Latter-day Saints, that has been selected to bear the priesthood 
and to be sustained out of the tithings. It is true that God has designed 
that the tithings shall be used, among other things, for the support of 
the priesthood. But I should deplore the day when the priesthood of 
the Son of God would depend upon the tithings of this people for their 
support. It would be something that I should dread. I always admired 
the policy of President Young in this respect. During his lifetime he 
never would allow any man to draw a fixed amount from the tithing for 
his support; but he allowed the tithing to be administered, under the 
direction of himself and counselors, to the brethren as they might need; 
so that no thought should enter into the minds of a certain class that be- 
cause they held official position in the Church they would therefore have 
a right to live upon the tithings of the Church. 

It is incumbent upon all who hold the priesthood or any portion of it, to 
labor freely in the offices to which they are ordained. Even deacons, 
teachers and priests do this in all the wards and branches of the Church. 
The priests and the teachers, when they magnify their callings, consume 
considerable time in visiting the families of the Saints; they do this at 
what many would call much personal sacrifice and without pecuniary 
compensation. A portion of the time of many other officers in the Church 
is devoted, without pay in money, in the same way for the public benefit. 
The practice has been universal, from the organization of the Church, that 
these labors should be rendered to the Church without money or without 
price. This has been the obligation that every right-minded officer in the 
Church has felt to be resting upon him. ‘These labors have been works of 
love to him; and to the credit of those who bear the priesthood it can be 
said that they have been performed with alacrity and zeal. 

But suppose a portion of the elders of the Church were to receive a 
salary, or a fixed amount for their services, can you not see the effect this 
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would have upon other officers? Would they not feel that they, too, should 
receive compensation in some form for the portion of time which they 
spend in performing the duties of their offices? And thus by degrees a 
system of things would be introduced into and prevail in the Church 
which would be in opposition to all past practices and teachings and re- 
duce us to the level of the man-made systems which prevail in the world. 
Let anyone be with the First Presidency in their daily duties and he will 
notice how this tendency has to be constantly checked. Indeed, it is not 
necessary, perhaps, for one to be with us to perceive this inclination, for 
if he be a careful observer, he is aware of its existence. 

+ I always have admired the position that Alma occupied in his labors 
in the ministry among the Nephites. I will read what he said upon one 
occasion, when he was charged by a man named Korihor with taking 
advantage of his position as the High Priést and President of the Church 
of Christ in that day :— 

And he Le mp ga rise up in great swelling words before Alma, and 
did revile against the priests and teachers, accusing them of leading away 
the people after the silly traditions of their fathers, for the sake of glut- 
ting in the labors of the people. 

ow Alma said unto him, Thou knowest that we do not glut ourselves 
upon the labors of this people; for behold I have labored even from the 
commencement of the reign of the Judges, until now, with my own hand 
for my support, notwithstanding my many travels round about the lan 
to declare the word of God unto my people. 

And notwithstanding the many labors which I have performed in the 
Church, [ have never received so much as even one senine for my labor; 
neither has any of my brethren, save it were in the judgment-seat, and 
then we have received only according to law for our time. 

And now if we do not receive anything for our labors in the Church, 
what doth it profit us to labor in the Church, save it were to declare the 
truth, that we may have rejoicings in the joy of our brethren? 

Then why sayest thou that we preach unto this people to get gain, 
when thou, of thyself, knowest that we receive no gain? 

It was a very general practice in the Church of Christ on this hemi- 
sphere in those days for those who bore the priesthood to do as Alma did. 
And it has been the course taken in these days, to a very great extent, 
among the elders of this Church. Those who have labored as presidents, 
and bishops, and apostles, and others, have done so for years and have 
supported themselves by the labor of their hands. They have not been a 
burden to this people, and they have not lived upon the tithing of this 
people. It has been the ambition of numbers of men in this Church to 
bestow their labors in this Church entirely free, and then pay their tithing 
as well, so that they might not be a burden to the Latter-day Saints, and 
that they might not be accused of living off the tithings of the people. 

This is a principle that should be cherished among us. We should 
seek to become independent in this respect. We should rely upon the 
promises of God that He will sustain His people, and He will sustain His 
servants. Itis better for them to be poor and labor in the ministry, as 
many hundreds have done, for the good of the people, living by their own 
industry, than for any to imagine that they can live entirely off the tith- 
ings of the people, and a class thereby grow up that will be supported 
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in this manner. I know it is not of God that this should be. At the 
same time the principle of tithing and offerings that our beloved brother 
has spoken upon is correct. But I want a distinction to be created in the 
minds of the Latter-day Saints upon this principle, that while tithing is, 
among other things, for the purpose of helping to support the priesthood, 
it is not for the priesthood to depend upon the tithing for their support, 
It would be a wrong condition of things if that were to prevail in the 
Church. 

The Lord is determined to have a priesthood that will not be a salaried 
priesthood. Because a man gets an office in the Church—for instance, one 
of the seven presidents of seventies, or an apostle—he should not imagine 
that immediately he is ordained. to that office he will have a fixed salary, 
or that he can depend upon the tithing for his support, or because he is a 
bishop, that he will think, “Well this office of bishop has a fixed salary, 
and I will depend upon that to sustain me.” This would reduce the 
priesthood to the level of political office. It is not the design of God that 
such a condition should exist in His Church. When men are ordained to 
office in the priesthood they should seek to honor the office, regardless of 
pay. If the idea of the emoluments which might be attached to an office 
were in their minds, they would show themselves unworthy of the office. 
But when men are devoted to the work of the ministry and their whole 
time is occupied, and they are likely to need assistance, shall they not be 
helped? Certainly; for the Lord has given authority for the tithing to 
be used in such cases—to that extent and no more; not for a fixed amount 
to be attached to an office, but for help to be rendered according to the 
needs of the individual. Thus, if elders are in want, help them; but if 
they can sustain themselves, let them do it by their own labor—and then 
pay their tithing just as other folks do. That is the true law of the Lord 
in regard to this people’ 

We are taught differently from other people. Our training is different 
in every respect. I know men among us that can testify that when they 
labored continuously in the ministry, the Lord opened their way in a 
marvelous manner, and they were able to supply the wants of themselves 
and families without being dependent upon the Church to help them. 
They have proved the Lord in this way, just as Elders do who go out 
preaching among the people, carrying the Gospel of salvation. They go 
without purse and scrip, and the Lord gives them food, and raiment, and 
means with which to do the work assigned to them. Every man that has 
ever done this, from the beginning until the present time, has been blessed 
of God. So it is at home, in working in the bishop's office, in the office of 
president of stake, or as counselors, or high counselors. There are men 
here who devote a large portion of their time to the work of the ministry 
in this manner, and they derive nothing from the Church for their sup- 
port; but God opens their way, and they live just as their brethren live, 
and prosper, too, in doing it. I say again, I should deplore exceedingly 
to ever see in this Church a disposition that because a man holds an office 
in the Church, therefore he has some special claim upon the tithings of 
the Church. It would be a feeling that I know would result in injury to 
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the people. I felt as though I wanted to make these few remarks and 
give my views upon this point. I pray God to bless all of us, and to bless 
the words that have been spoken in our hearing and the testimony that 
has been borne, which I bear testimony to as being true. I ask this in 
the name of Jesus. Amen. 


LABORS AMONG THE INDIANS. 


ELpER ANDREW KIMBALL, president of the mission in Oklahoma Territory, 
has written an interesting account of the progress of missionary labors in 
that part of the United States to the Deseret News, from which the follow- 
ing extracts are taken :— 

“A great change has come over the Indian Territory since my first 
mission in 1885-6-7. At that time the country now inhabited by white 
people—the prospective state of Oklahoma—was known as the Indian 
Territory, owned and occupied principally by the civilized tribes (Chero- 
kees, Chickasaws, Choctaws, Creeks and Seminoles) and about fifteen 
remnants of blanket Indian tribes, about as follows: lIowa, Sac and Fox, 
Pottowatomie, Shawnee, Cheyenne and Arapaho; including the outlet, be- 
longing to the Seminoles and Creeks, and the Cherokee Strip, just opened 
this fall, (not including the civilized tribes,) making a large area of land 
settled by the white people of what is now called Oklahoma, The civil- 
ized tribes, the Osage nation, (semi-civilized,) and other blanket Indians, 
the Kansas, Poncas, Ottoes and Missouries, Kickapoos, Kiowas, Comman- 
ches and Apaches, still occupy their reserves, but in all probability these 
will be allotted and soon opened for settlement and added to Oklahoma. 
At the same time a move has been on foot to annex the civilized tribes, 
making the whole one great state. 

“From the moment the responsibility of their mission was realized, the 
management has looked forward to the day when all the various tribes 
and people of this land might have the Gospel in its purity. With this 
point in view, all the Elders who have labored here under very trying 
circumstances indeed, have pushed out into new country on the frontier, 
little by little making new fields and resting places, until now the greater 
part of the country has been covered. Among the civilized tribes, where 
this mission commenced, we found a low class of white people generally, 
who, we believe, were degrading the Indians. The whites we found in 
almost every instance inferior to their dark-skinned brethren. We were 
afraid that the opening of the Indian country in the West would have 
similar results on the former inhabitants, and so badly mix matters that 
our prospects of converting the Indians and training them in better 
ways would be hopelessly lost. Realizing as we did that the opening of 
Oklahoma was a rough affair, we let the western country severely alone 
and devoted our attention to the development of the country occupied by 
the civilized tribes. 

“Since visiting the mission in 1891 a plan has been settled upon; a round- 
trip exploring expedition was to be made, in which we hoped to determine 
the future prospects of the mission. Accordingly, in the winter following, 


= 


38 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


Elders Rawlins and Lewis started west, traveling through western Chero- 
kee, They visited the Osage agency and the small tribes intervening 
between there and Oklahoma. They found many good cities and towns 
in Oklahoma and a family on almost every quarter-section. By this time 
the genial warmth of spring had come. It being a new thing to hear 
‘Mormonism,’ the Elders were successful in holding many meetings. Con- 
siderable interest was manifest, some were ready and waiting for the 
Gospel, and several were baptized. The people of this country are far 
above the class that have located among the various Indian tribes, as 
may be determined by the progress made in building up and developing 
the resources of the country. 

“The Elders subsequently passed through the ‘Patt’ country and the 
Seminole nation, joining the other Elders then laboring in the Chickasaw 
nation. Three new Elders joined Elder Lowe in October, and others will 
be added increasing the force. 

“Tt is now ten months since the first Gospel sermon was preached in 
Oklahoma. We have fifteen Saints and ten children blessed, a great many 
friends and a constantly increasing field of labor. The scattered condition 
of the small remnants of tribes, speaking each in their own tongue, and 
covering such a vast area of country, renders it almost impossible for our 
Elders to have accomplished anything among them. Now, their country 
being inhabited by white people, situated as they are as close together as 
their claims will allow, with towns and cities interspersed, it will be but 
a short time until the Indians will commence to become civilized and be 
obliged to conform to the laws of their white brethren. While in some 
instances it will not be so well for the Indians, for as they become civil- 
ized they partake of the vices rather than the virtues of their pretended 
educators, and while there will be increased gentile opposition for us to 
meet, their condition is nevertheless far superior to the one which con- 
fronted us some years ago. Then a series of languages had to be learned 
and our Elders were necessarily subjected to a great many exposures and 
dangers, for these Indian tribes have not been dealt with quite so tenderly 
as those who have been associated with the friends of the Lamanites; on 
the contrary every one passing through their country was spotted with 
suspicion and looked upon as an enemy.” 


A HAND-CART VETERAN GONE. 


Joun P. Draney, died at Plain City, Weber County, Utah, December 4, 
1893, after a brief illness. 

Deceased was born at Guilford, County Down, Ireland, on the seven- 
teenth of March, 1825, where he lived till the year 1846, when he removed ° 
to the vicinity of Glasgow, Scotland, where for many years he labored as 
an iron-stone miner. There he became a member of the masonic frater- 
nity. In December, 1850, he married Mary Jane Park, sister of Hamilton 
and Samuel Park, who bore him eight children, four of whom died in child- 
hood. Three sons, the eldest of whom is now preaching the Gospel in the 
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Scottish Conference, and one daughter, who is now the estimable wife of 
Bishop G. W. Bramwell, remain to mourn his demise. 

On the eighteenth of January, 1852, he was baptized into the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. In 1856 he emigrated to Utah, crossing 
the plains in the first hand-cart company. He livedin Salt Lake City 
till the move south in 1858, when he removed to Lehi, and remained there 
till the spring of 1859. Thence he, with others, moved into Weber County, 
and located the settlement known as Plain City, where he resided till the 
time of his death. 

He was a kind husband, an indulgent father, a good citizen, a good 
neighbor and a good friend. True to his religion and his God, he has 
passed to receive the reward of the just. 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


Damage estimated at $250,000 has been caused through the destruction by fire of the 
Boston Chair Manufacturing Company’s premises, at Boston, U.S. A. 

During last year the United States imports of merchandise amounted to $866,400,922, 
which is the highest in the history of the country. The exports amounted to $847,665,194. 


A most destructive fire broke out at Toledo, Ohio, U. 8S. A., January 4, 1894, in the 
centre of the city. The Chamber of commerce, two large grain elevators, two banks, 
and a number of business houses were destroyed. A large number of telegraph, telephone, 
fire, and police-alarm wires were also destroyed. The loss is estimated at $1,000,000. 
No loss of life is reported. 

Hostilities between Nicaragua and Honduras have commenced, and have already re- 
sulted in,the capture of the town of Corpus Juscoran by the Honduras insurgents under 
the leadership of General Bonilla. The Honduras government troops had twenty-three 
killed and five wounded during the battle, the casualties on the insurgents’ side amount- 
ing only to two killed, but several were wounded. The Nicaraguan army has decided to 
invade Honduras territory. 


Renewed disturbances have taken place in various parts ot Sicily, in consequence of 
which the Italian government has resolved to reinforce the regiments now on the island, 
the garrison of which is to be increased to 40,000 men. Outrages continue to be perpe- 
trated, and at Gibellina, in the province of Trapani, a police magistrate has been killed. 
In an encounter at Matineo, near Palermo, between the troops and the mob thirty persons 
were killed and fifty wounded. 


The Anarchist Franch, who has been arrested at Saragossa, has confessed that he alone 
was the author of the outrage at the Liceo Theatre, Barcelona. He is still in the prison 
hospital suffering from the wound he inflicted in his side at the moment of his arrest. 
He avers that the Anarchists are resolved to exterminate the bourgeois, and he regrets 
that so few people were killed in the theatre. At Madrid sentence of seven years’ penal 
servitude has been passed upon the Anarchists Delboche, Ferreiro, and Munoz. 


A shocking tragedy is reported from Vilna, Russia. A customs officer, Ivan Klakwitz, 
lost a lawsuit, he alleged, through his wife’s treachery. He invited his wife and the 
neighbors engaged in the lawsuit to spend a social evening. They came. His wife, two 
daughters, a son and his mother-in-law were among those present. He wished all present 
to drink to a special dish he had prepared. He went out, brought in a covered dish, 
placed it on the table, raised his glass of champagne and shouted, ‘‘To our next meet- 
ing.” He had scarcely spoken when a dynamite bomb, hidden in the dish, exploded, 
killing every one in the room. The younger daughter lived long enough to tell the 
story and then died. Nine lost their lives. 
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MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 1894. 


UP THROUGH MUCH TRIBULATION. 


BLESSED are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all] manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were before you. Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.—MATTHEW 5: 11, 12, 16. 

Persecution is the heritage of the Saints, and therefore, though the 
Church of Christ has succeeded in weathering all storms, we have seen 
that persecutions and apostacy have lent their influence in seeking the 
destruction of the wonderful work established in this century. The 
Latter-day Saints have read the Saviors words with comfort, and have 
learned that even scourgings and revilings were attended by blessings; 
their sufferings have but strengthened their testimonies. They have felt 
to say, “woe unto us if all men should speak well of us,” consequently 
they have patiently borne the injustice done them during the past sixty 
years, not only by individuals and by mobs, but by the nation, in fact by 
the whole world. They have been blessed with superhuman courage, 
fortitude and endurance. They have become a living example of the 
fulfilment of the Savior’s prediction, “Blessed are ye when men shall re- 
vile you and persecute you.” 

The Saints have sought to follow the further injunction of the Savior: 
to set such an example of good deeds before the world as would cause the 
people through very shame to desist from their persecutions. They have 
labored diligently at home and abroad. They have established a commu- 
nity noted for thrift, enterprise and sobriety. They have educated them- 
selves and by sheer force of hard work, have freed themselves from the 
fetters with which outside prejudice and bigotry had bound them, and by 
continual application in the right direction they have forced themselves 
into at least partial recognition. 

The trip of the Salt Lake Tabernacle Choir to Chicago served to en- 
lighten the nation and to open its eyes to the injustice meted out to Utah, 
the one territory that has flourished under the scorching heat of hatred 
and inborn animosity. The division on party lines, the request by “ Mor- 
mons” for recognition at the national conventions of the dominant politi- 
cal parties and their subsequent admissions to these conventions, the 
elections since held on national party lines,—all have convinced the 
prominent men of the United States that Utah was keeping step with 
the Union. The excellent exhibit put forth at the World’s Columbian 
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Exposition seemed to still further break down the barriers erected by 
ignorance of Utah’s resources and products, and the cry, “can there any 
good thing come out of Nazareth,” has now been hushed and is not heard 
except among the pharisees of the nation. 

Even the press is changing its tone. Formerly “Mormonism” was 
rarely mentioned in newspaper columns except to be sneered at, if not 
falsely accused or lyingly abused. Later, fairminded visitors would write 
of the “Mormons” in a patronizing way, their statements, however, 
almost invariably being marred by slighting allusions to some doctrinal 
point or practice, couched in words of sarcasm in order to exempt the 
writer from the dreaded appellation of “Jack-Mormon.” Still later, as the 
tide of popular opinion was gradually changing, a writer would now and 
then boldly state how he had found the people of Utah, and now the 
press is losing to a great extent that fear of speaking well of the “Mor- 
mons” which at one time stamped it with the brand of cowardice. This is 
true at least of the American press. Foreign writers, whose knowledge 
of actual facts in such a remote corner as Utah is necessarily limited, can 
not be expected to write well of them, especially as it has not yet become 
popular to do so in foreign countries. However, there are many honorable 
exceptions. 

Some newspapers now go so far as to regret the persecutions to which 
the “Mormons” were formerly subjected. One exchange declared that 
“when Nauvoo was the ‘Mormon’ centre it had a population of 20,000 
people. It has now only a little more than 1200.” To this the Nauvoo, 
Ills., Rustler replied with the following admission :— 

Yes, it is too bad that the “Mormons” were not permitted to remain in 
Nauvoo in the ’40’s. To-day it would be the metropolis of the state. The 
location is such that the city would have drawn attention from the wide 


world, and people would have flocked here to look at the “Mormon” city. 


sad, sad mistake was made by the people of Hancock County when they 
drove the “Mormons” out. 


The Quincy, Ils., Journal, commenting on the above paragraph, has the 
following to say :— 


This is the first time that the writer has ever heard or known of a 
Nauvooite saying straight out that the people of Hancock County made 
a — mistake when they drove out the “Mormons,” but we have lo 
inclined to the belief that they did indeed make a mistake, a sad, 
mistake, when by their acts they drove Salt Lake City out of Hancock 
County, Illinois, into far-off Utah. It is plain to see that the beautiful 
Salt Lake City itself is not to-day the equal of the city that Nauvoo would 
have been had the early “Mormons” not been made the scapegoat of 
every offense that was committed in this section of the country, and 
driven from the state. ba * * The site of the city of 
Nauvoo as the location of a great city, is certainly the best we know of 
anywhere between St. Louis and St. Paul. The “Mormons” were, and 
to-day are, a thrifty, enterprising people, looked at from a material] stand- 

int. Salt Lake City is their boast and pride as Nauvoo would have 

n had they been allowed to remain there. Nauvoo is far enenan 
away from St. Louis to have grown up into a metropolis, which, like Salt 
Lake City of to-day, would have been the pleasant home of thousands of 
non-“ Mormons.” t Lake City is not = bed place to live, far from it. 


The “Mormons” of that city make excellent neighbors and fellow citizens. 
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It would have been the same if the founders of Salt Lake City had been 
permitted to remain at Nauvoo, Hancock County, Ills. 

So far these regrets appear to arise only from a temporal or financial 
standpoint; that is, the pecuniary loss which a city and a state have sus- 
tained by the mistakes of almost fifty years ago,is bemoaned. But the 
tide is turning and it will not be long before the mistakes will be regretted 
from a point of justice—when the nation will sense the wrong inflicted 
on the “Mormon” people during the past few decades. 

In the halls of Congress, Utah has thus far ridden down all opposition 
in her battle for statehood. The enabling act for that oppressed territory 
has passed the lower house with but two dissenting voices. Whether or 
not the senate and the President will permit some of the old time accusa- 
tions to so influence them as to close the door of the Union against Utah, 
remains to be seen. The prospects seem at present exceedingly bright. 

It may be asked, “what has caused the great change of sentiment?” 
The Lord has opened the hearts of the people of that great nation, but 
why? Because the prayer of faith has ascended unto His throne in behalf 
of His people, and the Saints have heeded the counsel of the Savior to let 
their light so shine that the nation, seeing their good works, has learned to 
respect instead of hate them and is yearly becoming better acquainted 
and satisfied with the honesty and integrity of the Latter-day Saints. 

Should the Saints retain their distinct “peculiarities” in this regard, 
live in righteousness before the Lord, manfully combating error and false 
accusations by their own good works, the day does not seem distant when 
the nation will be proud to number Utah among its brightest stars. Is 
not prophecy slowly but surely being fulfilled in all this? Is it necessary 
to draw on imagination in order to see in the future the fulfillment of the 
prophecy that the people of Zion shall yet be called upon to defend and 
uphold that inspired document, the constitution of the United States? 
Can we not trace the hand of God in all our past sufferings and present 
trials? Surely, to use the words of an eminent writer, we are advancing 
by leaps and by bounds to that deliverance for which we have so long and 
earnestly prayed and worked! Surely through much tribulation we are 
approaching our glorious destiny. J. V. B. 


THE Deseret News has the following to say of the recent coal strike in 
England and its terrible lessons: “Far and away exceeding in financial 
and industrial losses any other strike of which we have any knowledge, is 
the great coal-miner’s contest in England, only lately happily terminated 
by arbitration and concession on both sides. The figures representing 
these losses have been made public, and they are appalling in their vast- 
ness. During the sixteen weeks that the conflict lasted at full pressure, 
the coal output dropped from the normal figure of 63,000,000 tons to 
39,000,000. The loss to mine owners, iron-masters, railroads, and so on, 
was £13,255,615. Consumers paid in increased prices £1,767,000. Miners, 
iron-workers and other artisans lost £18,208,000. The total general loss is 
placed at £33,232,215. The workers rendered idle numbered 1,003,250, 
which meant 3,511,425 persons in a destitute condition. Does it not 
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seem that in a case of this kind, where there was nothing but certain loss 
to all parties concerned—the miners, the owners, the consumers, and the 
nation collectively and individually—there ought to have been a chance 
for reason and common sense to assert themselves and do their work in 
less than sixteen weary weeks of destitution and delay? Enlightenment 
and civilization have perhaps greater problems to grapple with to-day 
than ever confronted a previous age in the world’s history. But every 
day’s disclosures prove that, with all our nineteenth century boasting, 
there are stupendous lessons we have still left unlearned.” 


THe New York Sun, which has not often said anything good about the 
“Mormons,” now declares that wherever the “Mormons” have succeeded 
in gaining a foothold there is found “one of the most peaceful and — 
communities in the world.” 


TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28.] 

SuutT in from the Mediterranean by those historical old mountains, sung 
of in scripture as the heights of Lebanon, at whose feet it lays nestled 
in a clump of vegetation, is Damascus, that famous city of bazaars and 
mosques. It has often been called the Mohammedan paradise on account 
of its luxuriant verdure. After comparing the city with what one sees 
in Palestine, in the latter part of the summer when everything is burnt to 
a crisp, and the burning desert that nearly surrounds it, one is quite 
ready to admit that paradise, according to the generally accepted meaning 
of the word, is an appropriate name for this great Syrian oasis. It is 
said that while Mohammed was still a camel driver he passed by Damas- 
cus without entering the city; for, said he, “Man can enter but one para- 
dise and I[ prefer waiting until I am called from this stage of action,” and 
it appears that in after life, when the city of the plain was ten times more 
celebrated than his own beloved Mecca, Mohammed remembered what he 
had formerly said and never once suffered himself to enter within its 
great high walls. 

From the high minarets of 248 mosques I can hear, as I write, the 
priests of Mohammed calling in long, drawn out, weird tones, “God is 
great. I bear witness there is no God, but God, and Mohammed is His 
prophet. Come to prayers, come to prayers! God is great and there is 
none other but God and Mohammed is His prophet.” In a few minutes 
there will be over 100,000 Mohammedans in this city with their faces 
turned toward Mecca saying their prayers. That is as much as to say 
that in Damascus there are over 200,000 feet being washed at the present 
time in preparation for the prayers that are to be in a few moments. 

When a Mohammedan prays he faces Mecca, and, standing on a mat 
spread for that purpose, he goes through with the following: First with 
his thumbs touching the lobes of his ears, and his face between his hands 
he cries, “God is great.” Then folding his hands across his girdle and 
looking down he says: “Holiness to Thee, O God, and praise be to Thee, 
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Great is Thy name, great is Thy greatness; there is no Deity but Thee.” 
Then the worshipper kneels and touches his nose to the floor and then his 
forehead, saying, as he does so, “Great is God.” And then, raising his right 
hand to heaven, continues: “I testify there is no Deity but God, and that 
Mohammed is the servant of God and the messenger of God.” The prayer 
closes by the worshipper holding out his hands to catch the blessings and 
then afterwards rubbing the same over his face. 

The city is regarded to-day, by Moslems, as a type of that heavenly 
house they hope to attain after leaving this vale of tears. The waters 
that king Solomon sang of as the “river of Damascus,” and the same that 
Naaman not unnaturally preferred to all the waters of Israel [2 Kings: v], 
have been the means of making Damascus, and are to-day its life’s blood, 
while the surrounding desert is its fortification. That enemy of the Turkish 
government, civilization, has, as yet, been unable to invade this city to 
any great extent, and, as a consequence, it remains purely oriental, quaint 
and interesting. Great caravans come and go, as in olden times, from 
Bagdad and Mecca; wealthy merchants sit in their richly stocked bazaars 
dreamily smoking their narghilias and sipping coffee. Cafes along the 
banks of the river are filled with the wealthier class and army officials, 
while in the streets all the queer and funny costumes of the East are to 
be seen. 

Damascus is famous for its bazaars, which by far surpass those at Con- 
stantinople or Cairo. It is in these bazaars that travelers spend most of 
their time wandering from one to another, viewing the tempting displays 
made by the hundreds of silk-robed merchants, who blink their sleepy 
eyes and thank the Almighty whether you purchase or not. Friday, the 
Mohammedan Sunday and market day, is the time to see and be seen. 
Then, as in fact on other days, there will be seen Persians in gorgeous 
silks, Nubians in black and white, Greeks in national costumes, Jews 
with ringlets and without, Bedouins of the desert, pilgrims en route to 
Mecca—a marvelous medley not to be seen anywhere else. The hubbub 
is terrific. Now, way must be made for some grandee; now, a string of 
camels drives the crowd into a mass; or a party of midshipmen, just 
arrived from Beyrout, rush through the bazaars on fleet donkeys, scatter- 
ing sherbet stalks as they pass. And in the midst of it all, the richly- 
robed merchants sit on the sills of their shops, smoking their tohibanks 
and sipping coffee with the most consummate indifference. 

Not only does Damascus lead in the way of mosques and bazaars: 
her turkish baths are, by far, better than those at Constantinople and 
other eastern cities that I have visited. 

The Mohammedans, as a rule, are extremely fanatical. Not long since I 
was in Hebron and came nearly getting into serious trouble a time or two 
before getting away from that place. It was in Hebron that Father 
Abraham purchased the ground of Machpelah to bury his wife in. 
“Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah.” 
Genesis 23: 19.’ This cave afterwards became the resting place of Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob. King Solomon built an immense building over the 
cave, which in after years was transformed into a mosque, and is at 
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present so closely guarded that the “heathen” Christian cannot even get 
& peep inside. I measured a stone in one of the walls and found it to be 
eighteen feet long by five feet deep. [had just finished measuring it when 
a Moslem chanced along who was nearly angry enough to strike me down. 
As it was, if good strong language could have killed me, I certainly 
would have been killed. Later in the day I was driven into the hotel by 
an officer because a funeral was going to pass and it was unlawful for my 
infidel eyes to behold anything of the kind. At the hotel door I made a 
stand but the officer advanced, his eyes flashing fire, and to save him the 
trouble of running his sword through me I concluded discretion was after 
all the better part of valor, and accordingly took my miserable self in- 
doors. The same fanatical: spirit is manifest here in Damascus, though 
hardly as severe. The intercourse with outside people is greater here than 
at Hebron, and, as a consequence, the fanaticism is more pent up. It had 
a cropping out as late as 1860, when it resulted in the massacre of 6,000 
inoffensive Christians. The Christian quarter of this city still bears 
traces of those terrible scenes, and many there are in Damascus to-day 
whose hearts bleed as they recall how their fair daughters were torn from 
their presence, or how their brave sons were cruelly and ignobly put to 
death, or how their own fathers and mothers suffered in that horrible 
butchery. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


CHELTENHAM CONFERENCE. 


Tue Cheltenham Conference convened in the Old Wells Assembly Rooms, 
St. George’s Place, Cheltenham, Sunday, December 24, 1893. There were 
present: Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission; G. H. Hall, 
President of the London Conference; Thomas Minson, President of, and 
H. J. Oliver, James Sabine, Orson P. Black, J. J. James, J. L. Fackrell, 
Enos Bennion, and Charles Williams, Jr., Traveling Elders in, the Chelten- 
ham Conference. 

Meetings were held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. The morning ~ 
session was occupied by the elders in reporting their labors and bearing 
their testimony. The afternoon session was occupied by Elder Hall and 
President Lund explaining the principles of the Gospel, and commenting 
upon the various experiences of the elders. 

In the evening the general authorities of the Church, and of the European 
Mission, the President and the Traveling Elders in the Cheltenham Confer- 
ence were presented and unanimously sustained. The reports of statistics 
and the labors of the elders for the year ending December 24, 1893, were read 
as follows: Seventies 8; Elders 9; Priests 1; members 85; total officers 
and members 103. Baptized 7; confirmations 7; children blessed 2 ; 
ordinations 1; excommunicated 1. Tracts distributed 47,995; books sold 
25; books given away 135; books loaned 90; in-door meetings held 209; 
out-door meetings held 130; Sunday school sessions 48; Gospel conver- 
sations 1,190; houses visited 19,137. 

The remaining time was occupied by President Lund and Elder Hall 
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instructing the Saints and talking on the goodness of God. A good feel- 
ing prevailed during the meetings and much of the spirit of God was en- 
joyed. 

A Priesthood meeting was held Christmas morning. After the report 
of the Elders they were instructed in regard to their labors by President 
Lund. After the Priesthood meeting the visitors, elders and Saints met 
in the Assembly Rooms and passed a pleasant social evening together. 

E. BENNION, Clerk. 


A KIND LETTER. 


An Indiana gentleman, educated and refined, paid a visit to Salt Lake 
City about a year ago. He has since written a letter to the editor of the 
Deseret News, full of such kindly expressions that that paper has published 
extracts from it. It shows the wonderful change in sentiment which is 
taking place in the land regarding the “Mormon” people, and gives an 
idea of the readiness with which intelligent people can be made to see the 
desirable features in Utah and even among the “ Mormons” if they will 
only look at the situation with unprejudiced eyes :— 

“T was much interested in what [ saw and learned while in your city, 
aad came away with very different impressions in regard to the Mormon 
people than I had before visiting them. I discovered that they neither 
had hoofs nor horns, but large and generous hearts, intelligent minds, 
industrious hands and devout spirits. My visit to Salu Lake City was one 
of the most delightful experiences of my eventful trip across the contin- 
ent; and I have said many times since, both in public and private, that 
I regard Salt Lake City the most beautiful city between Chicago and San 
Francisco, and, withal, the most desirable, both as a residence and as a 
place of business. Ever since my visit there | have had a most urgent 
longing to return and spend more time in studying the country, the 
people, and the various social and religious institutions of the place. 

“The Temple was not yet completed when I was there. I was struck 
with the massiveness, solidity and symmetry of that wonderful structure. 
There is nothing like it in the East, nothing that is comparable with it. It 
is sut generis. How I would like to stand in its shadow now and look 
upon its stately towers! Whata grand monumental pile itis! What a 
pity that he whose genius conceived and projected it could not have lived 
to see it dedicated to the service for which it was built! ‘He builded 
better than he knew,’ and this will be his monument for all coming time. 
As long as its massive walls shall stand and its towers point heavenward, 
so long will the name of Brigham Young be perpetuated and held in 
grateful remembrance. 

“T was not more pleased than surprised at the simplicity of your faith 
and worship and I| may add, so far as the fundamental principles of the 
Gospel are concerned, at its evident scriptural soundness. I heard nothing 
but what accorded perfectly with my conceptions of what the scriptures 
teach touching faith, repentance, baptism and weekly communion. When 
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I come again, as I hope to do ere long, I shall make a more extended in- 
vestigation into the question of your Church government and other doc- 
trinal questions, as well as into your limitless and splendid resources; and 
I expect to write up the city, the Saints, and the country generally for 
eastern papers.” 


DEATH OF ONE OF ENGLAND'S FIRST CONVERTS. 


AT 10 o'clock on the evening of Monday, December 11, 1893, at Layton, 
Davis County, Utah, occurred the death of Sister Martha Seed Thornley, 
wife of John Thornley, after three weeks’ illness, the cause being heart 
failure, superinduced by typhoid pneumonia. 

The deceased was born Septembeer 22, 1819, in Preston, Lancashire, 
England, the place where the Gospel was first received in Great Britain, 
and she was one of its earliest converts, having been baptized by Elder 
Joseph Fielding in the fall of 1837. During her subsequent residence in 
England she did all in her power to extend a knowledge of the Gospel 
among her acquaintances, and to provide a home for the Elders who were 
engaged in the ministry. In company with her husband and two children 
she emigrated to Utah in 1855, being seven months en route from Preston 
to Salt Lake City. The trials of a long sea voyage and the overland 
journey by ox team, as well as the hardships incident to early life in her 
new home, were borne by her uncomplainingly, and in the faith which 
she displayed, and the untiring energy with which she labored to assist 
her husband in establishing a comfortable home in the undeveloped region 
in which they settled, she proved herself worthy to rank as one of the 
pioneer women of Utah. She was a thorough Latter-day Saint and full 
of faith up to her very latest hour. 

Of seven children born to her three are now living. Her faithful, 
self-denying, devoted life has left such an impress upon them, as well as 
upon her acquaintances generally, as will not soon be effaced, and it will 
doubtless bear good fruit for many years to come. 

The funeral services were held in the Kaysville meeting house at 12 m., 
December 13, 1893. 


UTAH NEWS. 


( Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
Mra. M. A. Gerber, of Granger, Salt Lake County, slipped and fell, November 28, 
1893, breaking one of the bones of her right ankle. 

The seven-year-old daughter of G. W. Baker, of Mendon, Cache County, had her 
collar bone broken while playing with some other children, December 13, 1893. 
The first carload of Utah onyx has been disposed of in the eastern states at a good 
figure. The Utah product has secured a good hold on the market, and if the owners use 

care in shipping, it will continue to find a ready sale. 

One of the finest displays of paintings ever seen in Salt Lake City was formally opened 
to the public December 13, 1893. The exhibition is under the auspices of the society of 
Utah artists, and the list of paintings comprises ninety-five views by home talent. 
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